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NT500X CONCISE GREEK
Fall 2005
Paul M. Cook
Paul_Cook@asburyseminary.edu
(859) 858-2153

Welcome:
Welcome to Concise Greek! I find most students approach this class with a range of
emotions. Some are excited about the prospect of beginning to learn a new language.
Others are looking forward to learning about this language of the New Testament, in order
to “find out for themselves” what they often hear others saying about Greek. Many feel a
lot of anxiety about taking a language class, and dread whatever might be in store here. I
often have students share their doubts about this class, saying, “I’ve never been much of a
language person.”
If it makes you feel any better, I’ve never thought of myself as a “language person” either.
Even though I teach Greek and Hebrew on the Wilmore campus here at Asbury, I’ve never
felt like the languages came easy to me. However, I do think of myself as a Bible person.
You see, we don’t teach Greek here merely so that our students will learn Greek. Rather,
we teach Greek as a means of understanding the New Testament better, and
communicating it to others well. I often look at biblical languages as “tools of the trade”
that are an essential part of good Bible study.
While we will learn basic Greek grammar in this class, much of our study will involve
learning ways to use Greek for interpretation of the New Testament. Therefore, we will
learn about reference resources that are available, basic linguistic concepts, and other
“tools” that will help us to interact well with God’s word as well as God’s world.

Office Hours:
I plan to be in my office, specifically available for contact regarding NT500X matters on
Wednesdays and Fridays, 2:30-4:30 pm. Outside of these times, I am usually in my
office Monday-Friday, 8:00-5:00, with the exception of classes, lunch, meetings, etc. Feel
free to call me at the office anytime, particularly if these “office hours” do not suit your
schedule well. You can always leave a voicemail message, and I’ll get back to you as soon
as possible. You will probably find it easiest to contact me via email at “To Office,” in our
NT500X icon on FirstClass. I will check my email quite frequently throughout every day,
as well as during most evenings and weekends.

ExL Contact Information:
For general questions regarding the ExL program, contact Dale Hale at
ExL_Office@asburyseminary.edu.
For technical support, contact Alex Miller or Jared Porter at
ExL_Office@asburyseminary.edu.
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For library research support, contact the Information Commons at
Information_Commons@asburyseminary.edu.
For library loans, contact Dot James at Library_Loan@asburyseminary.edu.

Obtaining Library Materials and Assistance
1. General Questions: Information_Commons@asburyseminary.edu, or Toll-free 1-866454-2733
This is the best place to start when you have questions about library resources. Help is
available Monday-Thursday from 8am-7pm ET and Friday and Saturday from 8am-5:45pm
ET. If the people at the Information Commons desk cannot answer your questions, they
will direct you to the person or department who can.
2. Materials Requests: Library_Loan@asburyseminary.edu, or Toll-free 1-866-454-2733
ExL Students may request books, photocopies or email attachments of journal
articles/reference books from Asbury Seminary’s Library. Please allow 3-10 business
days for all requests to be filled. Contact the library loan office for information on costs
and instructions on how to make requests.
ExL students are also encouraged to make use of local library resources. Students who live
within a 50 mile radius of either the Florida or the Wilmore campus should come to
campus to obtain their materials.
3. Research Questions: Information_Commons@asburyseminary.edu
Or call the toll-free number and then Information Commons, ext. 2233.
ExL students are encouraged to contact Hannah Kirsch (ext. 2189) for advanced research
assistance including help choosing a paper topic, determining the best sources to use for a
paper, finding book reviews, or research questions about using the online databases or any
other library materials.
4. Online Databases:
To access the online library resources including the library catalog and full-text journal
databases, go to http://www.asburyseminary.edu/icommons/index.shtml and enter your 10digit student ID# number in the login box. Your student ID# is provided on the
biographical information section of the student registration webpage. Add a 2 and enough
0’s to the front to make a 10-digit number (20000XXXXX where XXXXX = your student
id). If you have questions, contact the Information Commons desk.

Windows and Icons
The Course Center will contain a copy of the syllabus as well as all class modules. No
interaction takes place here. This is where I will post all course materials.
The Discussion Center (the main window of our class icon on FirstClass) will be used for
all public, class communication. Anytime you have a question or comment about the
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course, the modules, the assignments, or anything else which would be of interest to your
classmates and the professor, you should post to the Discussion Center. This area is
similar to an actual classroom, where the whole class receives the benefit of your questions
and responses.
The To Office icon is for private correspondence between you and me. This will contain
items that you do not want to appear publicly before all of your classmates, including
submitted assignments, papers, projects, and personal correspondence. This should not be
used to ask general course-related questions. Clicking on this icon will generate an email
that will be sent to the NT500X Office at NT500-XL-PC_Office@asburyseminary.edu.
The Archives Center will be used for storing conversations that have already taken place in
the Discussion Center during the course of the semester. This keeps the Discussion Center
from becoming too unmanageable and cluttered.
The Chat Center is intended primarily for real-time interaction among students. You can
get together with other members to study, ask questions, or to explore topics. Remember:
None of the conversations carried on in this location are ever saved. Therefore, this is not
generally the best means of communicating in our e-classroom.
The Resource Center provides access to a number of specific tools available to all ExL
students. These include access to the B.L. Fisher Library, chapel services in Estes Chapel,
ExL Updates, Guidelines for Success, Helpful Hints, Interesting Links, a PowerPoint
Viewer, and a Real Audio Player.

Course Description
An introduction to exegetical Greek for ministry. Particular emphasis is placed on
inductive learning of exegetical Greek, the use of standard exegetical tools and of Bible
study software, and linguistics.

Course Objectives
1.
2.
3.
4.

Know and use the Greek alphabet
Interpret basic Greek grammar and syntax
Easily read and pronounce Greek words
Awareness of and hands-on practice with standard reference works for exegesis—both
printed and electronic
5. Use modern linguistics in exegetical study
6. Know basic characteristics of the Greek New Testament

Course Requirements
1. Class Participation: This includes regular engagement with online discussions and
exercises, and completing reading assignments. You (and the rest of the class!) will be
benefited the most by your active participation.
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2. Weekly Assignments: There are a total of 15 worksheets that will be completed at a
rate of roughly 1-2 worksheets per week. Detailed instructions for completing each
worksheet will be given as each is assigned. For general instructions regarding
submission of work, refer to the section “How to Submit Work,” below.
3. Greek Alphabet Quiz: This quiz will be given early in the semester, and will quiz you
on the letters of the alphabet, their names, and how to write (or type!) them. Specific
details will be given during the course.
4. Greek Verbs, Cases and Prepositions Exam: This exam will be a timed exam, using
no notes, books, or other resources for help. As the title indicates, it will test you on
the basic grammatical concepts that we will be learning through the first half of the
semester. Specific details will be given as the exam date approaches.
5. Final Project: In lieu of a final exam, this assignment will provide an opportunity to
apply the various elements of the course to an actual passage of scripture in 1 John.
More details will be given toward the end of the semester.

Grade Calculation
Class Participation:
Alphabet Quiz:
Verbs, Cases, & Prepositions Exam:
Worksheets:
Final Project:

5%
5%
15%
35%
40%

Late Work: All assignments are due by the time indicated on the syllabus. Since ample
time will be given to complete assignments, even one minute late is still late. While late
work will be accepted, unexcused late assignments will be deducted 25%. I understand
that we all have circumstances that occasionally require our immediate attention, so late
work can be excused. In such cases, however, it is important for you to let me (and your
teammates!) know what’s going on before assignments are due. Work submitted late will
be considered unexcused if no prior notice is given.

Online Etiquette:
An important part of this class is being able to communicate well through our words, since
we will not have the advantage of face-to-face contact. Therefore, it is important that we
follow the following guidelines for good communication with each other.
1. Please do not use any internet shorthand (e.g., “CU L8R,” for “See you later”). While
this is common in some online environments, it has no place in an academic setting.
Also, it can actually hinder effective communication if others are unfamiliar with some
terms and don’t know what you’re saying.
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2. Use simple emoticons when necessary. :-) If you do not regularly use emoticons in
online communication, you might initially feel that such expressions border on being
too “cute.” While this is likely true, they provide a simple way to allow your readers to
“feel” what you’re saying. When we speak face-to-face, it is generally easy to identify
sarcasm, for example, through the body language of the speaker. Such body language
is almost entirely eliminated through electronic communication. Sometimes our typed
words are not received by others in the same manner we intended. A simple emoticon
can defuse potentially harmful words.
3. Use proper English grammar, spelling, etc. not just in your submitted work, but in all
class communication. This practice will help us be better communicators with each
other, and will help us develop better habits as well. In FirstClass, you can check your
spelling simply by pressing “Ctrl+Shift+L.”
4. Use proper citation of all secondary sources that you use, particularly with submitted
work. I’m not particularly picky on which style should be used, as long as you use a
style consistently. My own preference is the Chicago/Turabian style, which is easily
implemented in MS Word using the “insert footnote” feature. If you don’t have a
guide, you can refer to http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/Documentation.html
for reference.

Grading:
I will do my best to adhere to the guidelines in the Catalog regarding grading and
evaluation (p. 28). Thus,
A 4.00 Exceptional work: surpassing, markedly outstanding achievement of course
objectives.
B 3.00 Good work: strong, significant achievement of course objectives.
C 2.00 Acceptable work: basic, essential achievement of course objectives.
D 1.00 Marginal work: inadequate, minimal achievement of course objectives.
F 0 Unacceptable work: failure to achieve course objectives.
Accordingly, a grade of “B” indicates that you have completed all the required work well.
A grade of “A” represents work that goes above and beyond the course requirements.
Also, I will use the following chart to convert percentages to letter grades:
A
AB+
B
BC+

95-100%
90-94.9%
87-89.9%
83-86.9%
80-82.9%
77-79.9%

C
CD+
D
DF

73-76.9%
70-72.9%
67-69.9%
63-66.9%
60-62.9%
Below 60

How To Submit Work:
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All work should be submitted on time by email attachment sent to the NT500 XL Office at
NT500-XL-PC_Office@asburyseminary.edu. Documents should be in a format accessible
by MS Word (e.g., .doc or .rtf). Specific instructions for submission will be given with
each assignment.

Required Texts: Contact the Asbury Bookstore at exlbooks@asburyseminary.edu, 1-859858-4242, or 1-866-855-8252 (toll free) for help with ordering textbooks.
Black, David Alan. It’s Still Greek to Me: An Easy-to-Understand Guide to Intermediate Greek.
Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998.
Douglas, J.D., ed. The New Greek-English Interlinear New Testament. Wheaton: Tyndale, 1993.
Green, Joel B., ed. Hearing the New Testament: Strategies for Interpretation. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1995.
NT500 Course Packet

Required Software:
BibleWorks 6.0 (or version 5.0 is fine) provides a number of tools for Bible study, and is
therefore an essential tool for ministry. While this software is not cheap, it is an invaluable
resource that will prove to be worth the investment beyond this class. Visit
www.bibleworks.com for more information about this software.

Course Schedule and Outline:
Module 01 (Sept. 6-12): Introduction, Greek Alphabet
Module Description: This module introduces the course, using BibleWorks, and such
fundamental matters as the Greek alphabet, breathings, accents, pronunciation, Greek language
family, etc.
Assigned Reading:
Black, It’s Still Greek to Me, chapter 14
Assigned Tasks:
Practice pronouncing and writing the Greek alphabet.
Practice pronouncing and writing John 1:1-5 in Greek.
Assignments Due:
Alphabet quiz due Tuesday, September 13, 12:01 am (ET)

Module 02 (Sept. 13-19): The Bible, Sunglasses, and Meaning
Module Description: This module heightens awareness that we always bring something to our
interpretation. We will discover the relation this has to translation and translation approaches.
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We will also introduce the grammatical categories relating to Greek verbs and the meaning of
grammar terms related to each category.
Assigned Reading:
Black, It’s Still Greek to Me, chapters 1-2
Mark 1:1-5
Assigned Tasks:
Practice pronouncing Mark 1:1-5 in Greek.
Complete Practice Sheet A
Begin working on Worksheet #1
Assignments Due:
No assignments to be submitted.

Module 03 (Sept. 20-26): The Art of Boundary Making
Module Description: This module will heighten awareness of the contribution of context to the
way we understand an utterance. This in turn will lead to a discussion of various markers for
determining the beginning and end of units of text that help us relate parts to a context.
Assigned Reading:
Black, It’s Still Greek to Me, chapters 8-9
Green, Hearing the New Testament, chapter 1
Mark 1:6-10
Assigned Tasks:
Practice pronouncing Mark 1:6-10 in Greek
Assignments Due:
Worksheet 01 due Tuesday, September 27, 12:01 am (ET)

Module 04 (Sept. 27-Oct. 3): Commentaries and other Reference Tools
Module Description: In this module, we will explore the different types of commentaries and
what each type of commentary provides for our interpretation of a text. We will also learn about
the Greek case system and begin to work with the case terminology and the grammatical
relations each case indicates.
Assigned Reading:
Black, It’s Still Greek to Me, chapters 3-4
Green, Hearing the NT, chapters 14-15
Assigned Tasks:
Practice pronouncing Mark 1:11-15
Complete Practice Sheet B
Assignments Due:
Worksheet 02 due Tuesday, October 4, 12:01 am (ET)
Worksheet 03 due Tuesday, October 4, 12:01 am (ET)

Module 05 (Oct. 4-10): Setting a Research Agenda
Module Description: This module presents a way to create a research agenda. We will also
review Greek cases and look at adjectives, pronouns, and definite articles.
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Assigned Reading:
Black, It’s Still Greek to Me, chapters 5-6
Assigned Tasks:
Learn the declension of the Greek definite article
Using BibleWorks, locate and observe uses of the Greek definite article in Mark 1:1-15
Complete Practice Sheet C
Assignments Due:
Worksheet 04 due Tuesday, October 11, 12:01 am (ET)
Worksheet 05 due Tuesday, October 11, 12:01 am (ET)

Module 06 (Oct. 11-17): Greek Prepositions, Participles, and Infinitives
Module Description: With prepositions, we will focus on the way that a preposition works
together with the case of its object to express a grammatical relation. With participles, we will
learn about their use as a verbal adjective or as the verbal idea in a phrase, and what their tense
indicates with regard to time and aspect. With infinitives, we will survey their various uses and
what their tense indicates in regard to aspect.
Assigned Reading:
Black, It’s Still Greek to Me, chapters 7, 10-11
Assigned Tasks:
Using BWs, find the participles and infinitives in Mark 1:1-15, and examine how they are
translated
Complete Practice Sheet D
Assignments Due:
Worksheet 06 due Tuesday, October 18, 12:01 am (ET)
Worksheet 07 due Tuesday, October 18, 12:01 am (ET)

Module 07 (Oct. 18-24): Grammar Review, Engaging the Text
Module Description: This module will focus primarily on reviewing all the grammar material
we have learned in preparation for the Verbs, Cases, and Prepositions exam. We will also
discuss ways one can move from text to sermon.
Assigned Reading:
Green, Hearing the NT, chapter 11
Assigned Tasks:
Prepare for exam
Assignments Due:
Greek Verbs, Cases, and Prepositions exam due Tuesday, October 25, 12:01 am (ET)

Module 08 (Oct. 25-31): Genre and Expectations, Delimiting Boundaries
Module Description: In this module, we will discuss genre and the way that genre influences
our expectations with regard to assumptions the writer invites us to bring to our reading of a text.
We will also discuss genre with reference to the book of 1 John.
Assigned Reading:
Green, Hearing the NT, chapters 8-10
Assigned Tasks:
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Practice pronouncing 1 John 3:1-6 in Greek
Assignments Due:
Worksheet 08 due Tuesday, November 1, 12:01 am (ET)
Worksheet 09 due Tuesday, November 1, 12:01 am (ET)

Module 09 (Nov. 1-7): Doing Things with Words: Common Semantic Fallacies
Module Description: In this module, we will engage in a close reading of the text in order to
create a research agenda for that text. We will also introduce the exegetical worksheet, which is
concerned with students engaging in a close reading of the text that will be the focus of the final
paper. Finally, we will discuss word studies from the perspective of avoiding common semantic
fallacies.
Assigned Reading:
No assigned reading for this module
Assigned Tasks:
Practice pronouncing 1 John 3:7-10 in Greek
Begin working on the Exegetical Worksheet
Assignments Due:
Worksheet 10 due Tuesday, November 8, 12:01 am (ET)

Module 10 (Nov. 8-14): Modern Linguistics, Lexical Resources
Module Description: This module focuses on word studies and linguistics. Attention will given
to semantic domains, language games, and presupposition pools. We will see how word studies
can lead to uncovering presupposition pools and how awareness of presupposition pools can
provide lenses for interpreting ways words are being used.
Assigned Reading:
Black, It’s Still Greek to Me, chapter 12
Assigned Tasks:
Practice pronouncing 1 John 3:11-17 in Greek
Assignments Due:
Exegetical Worksheet due Tuesday, November 15, 12:01 am (ET)
Worksheet 11 due Tuesday, November 15, 12:01 am (ET)

Module 11 (Nov. 15-21): Introduction to Sociolinguistics
Module Description: This module will introduce socio-linguistics, providing a number of
biblical examples where the text is assuming or broadcasting particular social relationships. We
will also introduce an overview of the Final Project.
Assigned Reading:
Black, It’s Still Greek to Me, chapter 13
Green, Hearing the NT, chapter 18
Assigned Tasks:
Begin working on the Final Project
Assignments Due:
Worksheet 12 due Tuesday, November 22, 12:01 am (ET)
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Worksheet 13 due Tuesday, November 22, 12:01 am (ET)

Reading Week (Nov. 22-28): No Assignments Due
Module 12 (Nov. 19-Dec. 5): Text, Theology, and Sermon
Module Description: This module will explore ways biblical texts stimulate us to reflect
theologically on God, our lives as God’s people, our world, and our relationship and response to
God. We will also observe how grammar and word studies can be used effectively for
interpretation of a biblical text.
Assigned Reading: none
Green, Hearing the NT, chapter 19-20
Assigned Tasks:
Continue working on Final Project
Assignments Due:
Worksheet 14 due Tuesday, December 6, 12:01 am (ET)

Module 13 (Dec. 6-16): Textual Criticism
Module Description: This module introduces the problem of variances in early Greek
manuscripts, the ways variances can occur, and the general approaches that textual criticism
takes for determining which reading is most likely original.
Assigned Reading:
Green, Hearing the NT, chapter 7
Assigned Tasks:
Complete Final Project
Assignments Due:
Final Project due Friday, December 16, 5:00 pm (ET)
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